Tundra Crafter’s Project




Canada-Russia Northern
Development Partnership
Program (NORDEP)

Tundra Crafters Project is focused on the productio n
and marketing of traditional Aboriginal Russian cra fts
from the Yamal-Nenets autonomous okrug




Doris & Anna waiting to leave the Grande Prairie Re  gional Airport







Red Square, Moscow










St. Basil’'s Cathedral

Red Square, Moscow




Anna Belyakova, Project Consultant




Street Vendor
Entrepreneur

Family
Business

Hand-painted
Matriska dolls




Statue of Fyoder Dostoyevsky in front of the Russian State Library




Please buy your
souvenirs here!!




Coffee Time at McDonald’s McCafe




The escalators In
Moscow take you
down to the subway

stations anywhere
from 10 to 40 feet
underground




And some of the subway stations were absolutely amazing




These beautiful art mosaics depict
various elements of Russian life




This iIs for Katerina Tarasova from Anna Belyakova and Nikolay Shmatkov




Russian & Canadian
Project Partners meet
for the first time in
Salekhard

Olga, Nikolay,Sergei, Anna, Doris & Anna




Salekhard
Government
Building
Entrance




Shemanovsky Regional Museum & Exhibition Centre




Gives a good introduction into the culture of the r egion




Doris and Anna arrive at the
Yamal Regional Crafts Centre




And were greeted by Television and Media interviewe rs




What do you
think of our
Arts Centre?




Meeting a Master crafter who
specializes in carving




Crafter hard at work at the Yamal Regional Crafts Centre in Salekhard




Specialized tools and equipment for the Crafters at the Art Center




More equipment and work stations for the Crafters




Picture framing & Print making work stations




Initial meeting to
discuss the project




Sergeil,
Alexander
& Denis
discussing
project
detalls




Anna, Doris & Anna
visiting the
famous
Woolly Mammoth
In Salekhard




Sunset at the
Arctic Circle

Overlooking
the mighty
Ob River

Nikolay says,

“BIG
IS
BEAUTIFUL!"”




Anna’s first reindeer ride at 20 below




Cultural Tourism at Open Air Museum in
Gornoknyazevsk Settlement




Inside the Chum (Teepee) looking up




Raw Fish Anyone???




Group photo inside the chum at
Gornoknyazevsk




A very special cultural
experience:

Do you recognize anyone in
this photo?




Buy your
souvenirs here!







Next Stop — The remote village of Muzhi




View of inside the helicopter




View of Salekhard & the frozen Ob River




The hotel in Muzhi




Arriving in Muzhi




Wow, what a wonderful welcome!




Customary
bread & salt
offering




Very special delicacies for very special occasions




A Komi House Welcome




Sharing of culture at
Komi House Museum




Explanation of the Komi way of life




Scraping a reindeer hide under the watchful eye of the elders




Spinning a yarn




It's traditional to ride through
the village the week before Lent







Tea Time

“The more that we
get together, the
happier we will be!”




First we played with dolls




Then they dressed us up like dolls




Dance — Dance — Dance - Dance




And dance some more...




“A snapshot in time”










Welcome to
the village
of Ovgort!










Preparing for Reindeer Herder’s Day




Inside the Ovgort chum




Visitors travel from Muzhi
to Ovgort to attend
Reindeer Herder’s Day

Professional
Photographer

Historian
Arts Center Director

Museum Curator







This beautiful elder
prepared a special
welcoming tea for all of
the visitors




Scraping frozen fish for the meal




Almost ready to eat ...




A very special treat!




A Traditional Meal




Stars of the Snow




Getting ready to race




Ready or Not!




Here we come!




Reindeer Herder & Canadian Guests




A Reindeer
Herder’s belt is
a significant
and important
part of the

culture




Did you say Rudolph?










Speaking and Singing










Watching and waiting







Beauty & Talent




Intricate design




Ready to perform







You can’t get any cuter than this!




Carrying the traditions into the future




A Sweet Trio




It's all in the eyes




We are all connected -

It iIs a small world after all!




This woman is wonderful!

She has created an entire
museum to preserve and
showcase the unique
culture for the benefit of
the community and future

generations.




This sash is made from nettle and fireweed, and res embles a Métis sash




Beautiful bags on
display in the
museum




Crafts representing the
traditions of the past




Outdoor Farmer’s Market




A Reindeer Herder’s Belt







Reindeer Racing




Heading back to Muzhi




The “Souvenir of Yamal” Competition begins




It's an important moment, broadcast live on air




We like what we hear




We like what we see




Crafters explain techniques and traditions




The entries were
judged for quality




Nikolay explains what tourists
might be looking for in souvenirs




The amount of entries in the competition was signif icant




With great potential to be reproduced as souvenirs




Traditional Dolls




Warm boots made out of reindeer fur




Modern day
fur traders
from Canada

“How many rubles,
please?”




Pros and
cons of the
project
were
seriously
considered




Master Crafters were recognized and awarded




A display of crafts was put
up for the officials to see




And then the project was discussed...




And discussed some more...




Some of the Crafters were also in attendance




And then gathered to discuss prices and options




...Attention to detail and traditional techniques




Discussing prices and selection of products




Time for a Break

Welcome to the
Open Air Museum

Muzhi




Traditional entry onto sacred ground




Everyone is invited to tie a coin in a ribbon, tie It to a tree and make a wish




A young tour guide
explains the old
traditions to us




The people are so beautiful




English speaking friends, Doris, Tatiana and Anna




Chum at the Open Air Museum at Muzhi




Fun & Games at the Museum




Snowmobiles, dogs, friendly people, beautiful weather, Ob River...




The Arctic Tundra Machine




We liked it but we didn’t know we were goingtotr  avelinit!




Ready for roundtable meeting at the government buil ding in Salekhard




Aerospace monument in Moscow




Visiting the Agricultural Exhibition Park




The regions of the USSR are represented here in a circle of friendship




Catching a famous
Moscovite in action




Starbucks in Moscow




Checking out Moscow McDonald’s




And checking out the price of gas




Canada-Russia Northern Development Partnership Program
(NORDEP)

Invites you to meet the Russian delegation that will be visiting
the Peace Country region of Canada May 4-12t, 2009

Small Business Development
Traditional Crafts Production & Marketing
Authenticity & Preservation of Culture




